informed upon the fundamental branches as well as the general practice of Medicine. The same opinion will, I think, apply to the dentist, who is, in reality, but practicing a special branch of the great healing art. No man can have too much knowledge of his profession. The world owes its progress to the man of thought, and the man of action. When both are united in the same person, the result is more than doubled, and the value of the service is largely increased. I cannot appeal too strongly for a general intelligence, which is the soil out of which the best specialists grow. It may be said that some of the great men of the world have had but little opportunity for the training of the schools, and yet they have attained distinction as public benefactors; but they are generally recognized as exceptions to the rule, and they for that reason alone are brought before the public more prominently.
Go back fifty years ago; yes, go back twenty-five years ago, and compare dentistry then with the science of it to-day, and what remarkable progress do we find. And I venture to say there is no profession in which there has been greater advancement in the same length of time than you find in the science of dentistry. And this progress is seen not only in what has been attained in the principles and practice of the profession, but also in the character and standing of its members. Many of you can remember the time when the populace thought to be a dentist required no higher talent or skill than that of a barber or blacksmith.
I
But what changes do we find to-day. We find it risen to that degree of proficiency that it has become a respectable profession, which to be successfully followed demands long study and thorough training, with an amount of scientific knowledge and practical skill equal to that of any other profession. Dr. Staples: Mr. President and Gentlemen?I don't feel like we ought to allow that paper to pass without discussion. Some points in it are worthy the consideration of any man; some things which I have said a good deal about. There is no use talking about making a dentist of a man that nature has not predestined to be such. If we as dentists would properly consider this matter in taking students into our offices there would be fewer failures in the profession than there are, and until we do this thing failures will multiply every day. That we can't make a dentist out of every young man I become more thoroughly convinced every day. Yet men enter the dental profession and make failures and never seem to comprehend why it is they fail, while to me it is perfectly plain. I believe I can plug a tooth, but take no credit to myself for it; I was born that way. The idea seems to prevail among practitioners that any young man of average sense can be made a firstclass dentist. It cant be did. I am satisfied that is the cause of half the failures Dr. Grant speaks of in his paper. In the selection of students we should be exceedingly particular. In a practice of twenty years, and applications to the number of fifty during that time, yet I have my first student to take. The reason I have never accepted one was because I did not think they were the proper material to make dentists; and of all I have refused I don't think one is a dentist to-day. Dr 
